Supplement 


I am here also publishing the first part of the book I was working on. It contains the title, a notice on the 
village of Moukhtara and a description of the religious monuments of this village. The content here does 
not contain the novelty of the second part on the history of the elements of architecture. This part too is 


yet unfinished for the same reasons explained before. 


I will add certain facts with moral and financial significance. Although irrelevant to science, these facts 
are very relevant to how scientists are treated in Lebanon, and maybe elsewhere in the world, by 


unqualified persons abusing authority. 


I started work on this book in association with Zaher Ghossaini in October 2021, and I ended the work 
in May 2022 once Ghossaini started insinuating that Walid Joumblatt could be donating this money to 
Ain Ouzain hospital instead of spending it on such a book (although such books are very helpful in 
promoting tourism in Lebanon). From October 2021 to May 2022 I earned 3100000 Lebanese pounds 
and 30 US dollars. As the dollar was worth around 25000 Lebanese pounds during this period, more or 
less, the total would be around 154 US dollars. 


I resumed work in November 2022, fearing that Ghossaini might take my work and give it to someone 
else, as he did in 2015 when he put half of the archaeological sites which I discovered in the Shouf in 
the name of Wissam Khalil in the book entitled “Shouf Built Heritage Conservation Project”. 


Concerning this subject, an article is being prepared now on it and on other cases of grave plagiarism. 


From November 2022 to March 2023, I earned 750 US dollars. Therefore the sum from October 2021 
to March 2023 is 904 US dollars. Before 2019, Ghossaini’s assistant architects used to earn 1000 US 
dollars per month. None of them work with him now. None of them would return to work with him, in 


the worst of cases. 


I told Ghossaini that I will return the money provided that he deletes the text that I have written and the 
photos I have taken. Yet I decided on a better strategy which is to retain this sum of money and in 
addition to publish online the text that I have written, as I am sure that, even if I return the money, 


Ghossaini will still use my documents being the person obsessed with power that he is. 


In this respect, I will be waiting for Walid Joumblatt to pursue me for holding his money while publishing 


the text. 


Alexander Hourani, Beirut, 10 April 2023 


The Religious Buildings of the village 
of Moukhtara in the Shouf 


Location of Moukhtara 


Mouknhtara is a village situated in the caza of Shouf in the district of Mount Lebanon. Its height is 850 
meters. Its latitude is 33° 39' 31.91" and its longitude is 35° 36' 49.96". 


History of Moukhtara 


Moukhtara was inhabited in the 9%, 10, 11", 13 and 14" centuries as indicated by pottery remains 


found in the palace of Moukhtara. 
It is mentioned as an inhabited village by Crusader documents in the 13" century.! 


In the 15" century, written sources mention the Qadi family and sheikh Nahid al Din ibn Hosn al Din in 


this village.” 


In the beginning of the 18™ century, sheikh Qablan Qadi of Moukhtara was the governor of the Shouf 
for the Maanid and Shihabid emirs, and after his death he was succeeded by his son-in-law sheikh Ali 


Joumblatt. 


' Regesta, p. . 
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The majlis or khalwa of the Hosn al Din family 


Location 


This majlis is located to the north of the house of Adel Hosneddine. 


History 


Sheikh Nahid al Din ibn Hosn al Din of Moukhtara was a disciple of emir Jamal al Din Abdallah al 


Tanoukhi. He died between and .? 


Description 


Plan 


Construction 


Decoration 


The remainings of this building consist of two walls. One is 14 m. long and 4 m. high and is of double 


masonry. The other is 7 m. long and m. high and is of single masonry. 


The church of the Lady for Catholic Greeks 


Location 


This church is located in the quarter of the Christians in the village. 


History 


This church was built during the 18" century. The date 1737, written on the inscription (from 1996) 
g y 


above the lintel of the southern door, is conjectural and not based on any available document. 
The lintel of the western door was added during the first half of the 19" century. 
The northern and western portals were added during . 


The southern annexed building was added during . 


Description 
Plan 


This church has a simple rectangular plan long 15.25 m. from the outside and 15.7 m. from the inside 


and large 10 m. from the outside and 8.3 m. from the inside. 


It has one western entrance door flanked by two windows and two northern and southern side doors high 


2.5 m. There are two southern and northern windows between the side doors and the apse. 


Attached to the church is a room (long 9.5 m. and large 7.3 m. from the inside) formed of four cross 


vaults high 3.4 m. 
Construction 
The stones are local hard limestone. They are roughly dressed. The courses are regular. 


The stones surrounding the western door with its two windows and of the two side windows are finished 


with a claw chisel. 


The stones of the frames of the two side doors are finished with a boucharde. 


The lintel of the western door is of marble. 
The nave is formed of 2 cross vaults high 6.66 m. 
Decoration 


The relief on the lintel has a chalice in the middle, with two Russian crosses to the left and right. 


The old majlis of Moukhtara 


Location 


This majlis is located now within the limits of the Palace of the Joumblatt family. 


History 

Sheikh Beshir Joumblatt built this majlis in 1808.4 

It was built on an older cross vaulted room which is now the main hall used by men. 
The first floor of was built during 


Renovation works were done during 


Description 


Plan 


Construction 


Decoration 


This majlis has an irregular rectangular plan long around 15 m. and large around 8 m. 


It has two doors opening to the entrance hall. 


The entrance hall opens to the cross vaulted main hall used by men. 


Behind these two halls is a cross vaulted room above which is the women’s hall. 


The women’s hall opens to the men’s hall through a large window. There is a chimney. 
Six cross vaulted rooms are linked to these halls. 


A water well is situated near the entrance door on the outside. 


The mosque of Moukhtara 


Location 


The mosque was located on a piece of land which is about 25 m. long and 13 m. large. On the same land 
to the west were situated the tombs of the Qadi, Joumblatt and Hosn al Din families. On the borders of 


this land now are planted cypress trees. The mosque doesn’t exist now but its location is still know. 


History 


Sheikh Beshir Joumblatt built this mosque in 1814.° Water was brought into it from the channel which 
sheikh Beshir had conducted from the Barouk River. Nicholas Turk the poet wrote a poem which was 
inscribed around the mosque from the inside.’ In 1825 after the defeat of sheikh Beshir by emir Beshir 
Shihab and Abdallah Pasha governor of Sidon, Abdallah Pasha ordered emir Beshir to destroy the 


mosque.® 


Description 


the mosque of Ahmad Pasha Jazzar in Acre 


igre cared 
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The church of the Lady for Maronites 


Location 


This church is located in the quarter of the Christians in the village. 


History 


In 1820, sheikh Beshir Joumblatt offered a piece of land to the Maronites of Moukhtara to build this 


church and helped them in building it.? Construction was supervised by metropolitan Abdallah Bostani.'° 


One of the reasons also for building it was serve the Khazen family, governors Kesrouan and allies of 


the Joumblatt family, when they visited Moukhtara. 


In 1956, the church was damaged by the earthquake, and between 1957 and 1960, it was restored, 
concrete was cast on the roof and the floor of the choir was paved.!! In 1960, a new altar was placed and 


consecrated by metropolitan Antonius Khreiche.!* 


From 2014 to 2015, the church was renovated through the initiative of Walid bek Joumblatt and under 
the supervision of architect Zaher Ghosseini. During renovation works, chalk and stones were used along 
with Portland cement. The altar dating to 1960 was removed and a new one was placed. The bases of 
the church from the west were strengthened. The courtyard was paved with stone. The outer faces of the 
walls were restored by removing the cement linings and by adding linings containing chalk. The inner 
coatings of the walls and of the vaults were restored through the use of chalk. The floor of the church 
was paved anew with stone. The new altar was consecrated by metropolitan Maron Ammar in August 


2018. 


Description 


Plan 


Construction 


Decoration 


This church has a simple rectangular plan (external length: 14.8 m., internal length: 12 m., external 
width: 10.9 m., internal width: 9 m.) formed of a nave, a choir and an apse. The nave has a barrel vault 
(width: 3 m.) followed by a cross vault (height: 7 m.) from west to east. In the midst of the cross vault 
is a blue painting in the form of ------- . The choir has a barrel vault (width: 3 m.). The apse is inside 
the eastern wall (diameter: ------- ). It is painted in light blue above which are painted small golden 


stars in the half-dome. There are two small niches to the left and right of the apse inside the eastern wall. 


The altar is situated in the apse. It is 3 m. long. On top of it is a monstrance made of stone. On its face 
is a relief that is a copy of the two reliefs situated above the entrance doors. In the middle of this relief 


is a Maronite cross. 


An oil painting of the Virgin suckling the Infant, dating to the ------- , is hanged in the apse. It was 
restored by request of archpriest Tanios Khouri. It was again restored in October 2020 by father Joseph 


Abi Younes. 


There are two other altars in the two niches to the left and right of the apse. The one to the south is 
dedicated to Saint Joseph. Under it is buried Michael Merhej archpriest of the Maronites of Moukhtara 
------- . The other to the north has a picture of beatified Sharbel dating to 1965. 


There are two entrance doors on the eastern side of the southern wall, one for men and one for women. 
Both doors are 1.7 m. high, to prevent riders from entering on their horses into the church. Above each 
door is a relief containing elements from the local Ottoman style mixed with elements from the rococo 
style (see Appendix ------- ). The lintel above the western door has a monstrance in the middle with two 
crosses to the left and right; in between are these ornaments: columns with entablature, rocailles, and 
leaves. It has the following inscription: saul ¢ su cube the cross of Jesus of Nazareth. Above the 
lintel, the relief is in the form of a pointed arch ------- . The spandrels of the arch have these ornaments: 
flowers and rocailles. Above the arch is a cornice ------- . The lintel above the eastern door has these 
ornaments only: columns with entablature, rocailles, and leaves. The arch and cornice above it are similar 


to the ones above the western door (see Appendix ------- ). In the tympanum is this inscription: 


o JUS LI elie yo eli — lagll g Acted Ju Ain by 

ele Giy A Caled al 9 hadlaa aa) il) alls 

o iial ay yo tines gail g hasla eo) 5 heien aay 
1820 Ais piling iae yl pled b pila 5 sla! Gag ole Al ball oll 


The first three lines are three verses of a poem. In the second verse there is an allusion to sheikh Beshir 
because the word al-bashir 54!) means both sheikh Beshir as well as the angel who made the 
annunciation to Mary. In the third verse, bi-ma ‘badi Maryama al-mukhtarah 2434\\ ay ja 42: means in 
the temple of Mary the chosen one as well as in the temple of Mary of Moukhtara. The last line says: in 
the days of patriarch my lord” John Helou and through the direct supervision of metropolitan Abdallah 
Bostani in the year 1820. John Helou was the Maronite patriarch of Antioch from ------- . Abdallah 


Bostani was the Maronite metropolitan of from ------- f 
The small baptism basin is situated to the west. 


Originally, the bell was suspended on a mulberry tree in the courtyard of the church. Then between 1957 


and 1960 a small belfry was built on top of the new concrete roof. 


Value 


This church is a monument to the good relations between the Druzes and the Christians in Mount 
Lebanon during the early 19" century and before. It is a witness to the protection offered by the Druze 
noblemen to their Christian subjects, because Islamic law prohibited non-Muslims from building new 
places of cult, but only allowed the restoration of existing or ruined ones. This church was also the 
consequence of the alliance between the Joumblatt family and the Khazen family. The Druzes of 


Moukhtara always honored this church and sought the blessings of the Virgin through it. 


13 jL mar means my lord in Syriac. 


The new majlis of Moukhtara 


Location 


This majlis is located . 


History 


This majlis was built in 


The tomb of sheikh Nahid al Din ibn Hosn al Din was transferred from its original location and placed 


in this majlis. 


Description 


Plan 


Construction 


Decoration 


The mosque of emir Shakib Arslan 


Location 


History 


This mosque was named after emir Shakib Arslan, poet and writer, and grandfather of Walid bek 
Joumblatt from the side of his mother sitt May Arslan. It was designed in 2016 and opened in February 
2017. 


Description 


Plan 


Construction 


Decoration 


The mosque is a renovation of an 18th century cross vaulted space, with an addition of a steel structure 
that reinterprets the traditional mosque architecture. A steel veil floating above the existing stone base, 
the mosque structure is both transparent and opaque, depending on the viewing angle. Atop the minaret 
structure, the word Allah is carved from the thin steel plates that comprise the minaret, referring to the 
intangible nature of God and offering a new way of looking at calligraphy as a structural element integral 
to the design of the mosque. At the base, the word Insan (Human Being) refers to the Humanistic 
tradition of Islam, as the source of the 18th Century European Enlightenment, and early 20th Century 
modernity. On the inside, the printed carpet, inscribing the call to prayer as an image, offers anew way 
of looking at visual calligraphy. The mihrab, in reflective mirror stainless steel, denotes the orientation 
to Makkah while showcasing at the same time multiple viewpoints all on one surface, a reference to the 
all-encompassing nature of the religion. At the back of the mosque, the word Iqra’ (Read) from which 
the word Koran is derived, aspires to an interpretive understanding of the holy text. A skylight, carved 


from the cross vault, links the interior of the mosque to the minaret, and helps ventilate the space by 


drawing the heat outside. The Ablution fountain at the entry of the mosque draws its water from the 


Barouk River, through the channels that feed the historical palace. 


Schools 


School of Said bek Joumblatt and lady Badr Amin al-Din 


In , Said bek Joumblatt build a school.!* 


Protestant school 


In 1868, the Protestant missionaries opened a school. 


Jesuit school 


In 1868, Sister Rose Hobeiga of the Marist Sorority opened a school for girls. '° 


Catholic Greek school 


Between and 1910, Basilius Hajjar metropolitan of Sidon for Catholic Greeks opened a school." 


General Gouraud school 


In 1925, metropolitan Augustine Bostani opened a school near the Catholic Greek church. It was called 
General Gouraud school. The school was put under the direction of the Monastery of the Saviour and 
Father Neemetalla Ghrayeb, Salvatorian monk, was appointed director of the school. It had 3 


schoolrooms and 85 students. !® 


A note on majlis and khalwa 


Majlis U-\>«: place of sitting 
Khalwa 35%: 
1. isolation 


2. place of isolation used by Sufis 


Emir Jamal al Din al Tanukhi instituted the custom of having a majlis in each village. ° 


